Dr Alexander Bruce exhibited SECTIONS OF THE
SPINAL CHORD from a case of pure progressive muscular atrophy, and from one of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis. It is the opinion of many neurologists of authority that in progressive muscular atrophy there is invariably a degeneration of the crossed pyramidal tracts in the cord. The sections derived from the case of progressive muscular atrophy, which had been carefully observed clinically, showed that the crossed pyramidal tracts were quite normal, and in marked contrast to those from the amyotrophic lateral sclerosis where they were markedly degenerated. Lying low down in Douglas' pouch was found a ruptured dermoid, the size of a cocoanut, containing a large mass of hair. The cyst, together with the right ovary and tube were quickly removed, and the abdomen washed out, a drain being left in. She got over the operation well, and promised well for some time, but the peritonitis had not been caught early enough, and it proved ultimately fatal.
